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Abstract
Narratology, as a branch of literary criticism, particularly structuralist criticism, is a modern discipline

that analyzes the structural elements of narratives. In this regard, numerous theorists have emerged, each
presenting specific models for analyzing narrative texts. Among these theorists is the French scholar
Gérard Genette, whose theory provides one of the most comprehensive analyses of narrative texts. His
theory is based on the distinction between three levels of narrative: story, narrative, and narration. Genette
examines the relationships between these levels using three components: time, mode, and voice.
Therefore, by analyzing these levels, one can achieve a coherent interpretation of a narrative text and
evaluate the author's storytelling ability in constructing the systematic structure of any literary work. The
present study aims, through a descriptive-analytical method, to examine the novel Jisr Banat Ya'qub by
Hassan Hamid based on Genette’s theory, focusing on two categories: narrative mood and voice. The
objective of this inquiry is to assess the extent to which the author employs narrative principles to convey
his ideas. The results of the research indicate that the author, by employing various methods of discourse
representation, particularly direct and narrated speech, not only establishes a balance between the narrator
and the story but also plays an effective role in enhancing and emphasizing the perspectives of the
characters and the narrative discourse. Furthermore, by utilizing variable and predominantly zero
focalization, the author increases his control over the events of the story, rejects the univocality of the
novel, and contributes to its multilayered nature. The use of an in-story narrator along with an out-of-
story narrator has made the reader focus more on the inner world of the characters, move forward with
the story simultaneously, and relate to the characters with the current conditions.
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