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Abstract

Abbas Mahmoud Al-Aggad grants a prestigious position to poetry among critics, poets, and writers,
and he offers valuable views on it. Al-Aqgad discusses poetry across various writings, pointing to its
definition, characteristics, and criteria for quality, yet he never consolidates these into a single
volume. Consequently, his followers must extract these views from his vast heritage. What you see
here is an attempt—though perhaps modest—to fill this gap by extracting Al-Aqggad’s critical
opinions and the criteria of poetry quality, then presenting and clarifying them. To reach this aim, the
researcher surveyed most of Al-Aqgad’s writings across fields, selecting sections on poetry criticism;
he repeatedly reviewed them to choose what he considered most indicative of his critique and its
criteria for poetic quality. He then enumerated his selections in this domain and proceeded to explain
and elaborate them. The researcher concludes that, for Al-Agqgad, poetry is “the beautiful expression
of sincere feeling.” Poetry, in his view, is primarily feeling, and this feeling must be sincere. However,
this sincere feeling is not poetry by itself unless it is expressed through one of the modes of expression.
There is an additional condition for the sincere felt expression to be considered poetry: the expression
must be beautiful, i.e., the verbal expression, the mental and imaginative imagery, must be suitable
to the conveyed meaning. Finally, if poetry has a message and a noble aim, reflects the poet’s life,
and serves as a vivid, complete image of nature, and is contemporary, possessing organic unity,
musical rhythm, and freedom from imitation and allusion, then it captivates the hearts and stands as
the finest and most beautiful poetry.
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