Theories and criticism in Arabic literature
The Second Year, Number vV, Autumn) € )
Pp:¢)-1¢

Research Paper
DOI: Y+,YY«/JRAL.Y+Yo,0¥11YE,) oY

Rereading the novel "The Beginning and the End" by Najib Mahfouz on Derrida's deconstruction theory
Alireza Ahankar'
Hossein Abooisani"

(Received: Y+Yo,+V,Y¥ Accepted: Y+Y2,:9,:A)

Abstract

Structural criticism is among the old criticisms that has a different perspective from other literary
criticisms. Jacques Derrida, as the founder of this criticism, expresses the feedback and analysis of the
text solely by the text itself, meaning that there is nothing outside the text. In this criticism, the hidden
layers and lines of the text that are inferred from the sentences are examined by the critic. Cause and
effect relationships are very effective in text analysis, and this chain of causes and effects is endless.
There is no definitive judgment or interpretation of the text in this criticism, so one text can be interpreted
in an infinite number of ways. This criticism is based on principles such as dual oppositions, difference
and delay, decentering, and rhetorical deconstruction. The present study considers one of Najib Mahfouz's
novels, "The Beginning and the End." Najib Mahfouz is a prominent Egyptian novelist who has also won
the Booker Prize. In this novel, using a descriptive-analytical method, the components of deconstructive
criticism can be discovered and analyzed alongside social and feminist themes. The centrality of the
characters and their beliefs fades and recedes into the background throughout the novel. None of the
characters in the novel is superior to the other, and even the main character, Nafiseh, who follows her
own desires and commits suicide at the end of the novel, appears in parts of the text as a positive and
benevolent character. Sometimes the belief in destiny, which some characters in the novel adhere to, is
central, and sometimes the resourcefulness and demands that another character pursues. Reading the
novel "The Beginning and the End" with this critique prevents inappropriate judgments and gives the
reader a broader horizon.
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