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Abstract

In Arabic grammatical tradition, the relative pronoun «&ll / gé\i\ / g'ji\...» (commonly referred to as al-
mawsiila) has, despite its superficial resemblance to prepositions and particles, been consistently
classified as a noun (ism), whereas all other homographic forms of «J'» are treated as harf. Justifying this
nominal categorization of the relative «J'» — in sharp contrast to its other non-nominal counterparts —
demands robust, unequivocal, and theoretically grounded evidence. Although classical and modern
syntactic sources have advanced numerous arguments to prove the nominal status of al-mawsila, most
of these arguments have failed to achieve scholarly consensus due to inherent contradictions, insufficient
clarity, or the absence of a solid theoretical foundation. Employing a descriptive-analytical approach, the
present study undertakes a comprehensive re-examination of the evidence for the nominal nature of the
relative pronoun «J». The ultimate objective is to establish irrefutable arguments that conclusively
demonstrate its nominal essence. By relying primarily on two decisive criteria — its ability to serve as the
antecedent of a resumptive pronoun (‘a’id) and the permissibility of coordinating a verb to its governed
noun (sila) — while simultaneously refuting the validity of the «truncation» (tarhim) hypothesis, this
research conclusively substantiates the necessity of classifying the relative «J'» as a full-fledged noun.

Keywords: nominal status of relative pronouns, resumptive pronoun antecedent, truncation hypothesis,
refutation of truncation in relative pronouns, arguments for the nominal nature of mawsutlat, nominal
relative pronouns.
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