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Abstract

This study presents a reading of Saud Al-Sanousi's novel "Saq Al-Bamboo" through the lens of reception
theory, focusing on how the reader contributes to the formation of meaning. It examines the interaction
of key reception mechanisms -horizon of expectations, aesthetic distance, and textual gaps- with the
novel's narrative structure. The study investigates how the reader's horizon of expectations is built through
the title, the award, and the subject matter, and how narrative strategies such as the duality between the
child and adult voices of Jose create an aesthetic distance that stimulates critical reflection. It also
analyzes the intentional gaps in the text, such as the ambiguity of characters' emotions and the
protagonist's ultimate fate, which prompt the reader to actively participate in completing the meaning.
The study concludes that the novel successfully transforms the reader from a passive recipient into an
active partner in the interpretive process, producing multiple interpretations that reflect the richness of
the text and the complexity of the identity issue it raises.

Keywords: Reception Theory, Horizon of Expectations, Aesthetic Distance, Textual Gaps, Saq Al-
Bamboo.
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