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Abstract

Ellen Showalter (Y4¢Y), an Anglo-American feminist critical theorist, proposed a theory entitled
"feminine criticism". The main goal of this critique is to consider a specific framework for analyzing and
explaining women's works. According to Showalter, women have their own unique feminine writing
because of their shared biological and social experiences, which are reflected in their writing and stories.
Focusing on the analysis of literary texts, she introduced four approaches to the study of literary works,
which are: Biological, linguistic, psychoanalytic, and cultural approaches. Among these approaches, the
cultural approach analyzes the novel by examining components such as concern for life and economic
independence, women's resentment of historical oblivion, self-discovery and expression of the reality
surrounding women, traditional and forced marriage, limited education for women, insults and
humiliation of women, women's employment, etc. This article uses a descriptive-analytical method to
examine the novel "The Girls of Riyadh" written by Raja Abdullah Sane with the cultural approach of
Elaine Showalter. By reading the novel based on this approach, we will examine the living conditions,
problems, and issues of Saudi women and girls in the early years of the Y)st century. The research
findings show that all components of the cultural approach, such as violence against women in both
physical and mental dimensions, traditional marriage, humiliation and insults of women, men's desire for
diversity, women's self-discovery, women's employment and their financial independence, patriarchal
society and the restrictions governing women's lives, etc., are well reflected in the novel, and the author
has been able to portray the conditions governing women in Saudi society.

Keywords: Elaine Showalter, feminist criticism, cultural approach, Saudi, Raja Abdullah Sane, The Girls
of Riyadh.
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