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Abstract

From Carl Gustav Jung’s perspective, the human psyche is not confined solely to the personal
unconscious but also encompasses a deeper layer known as the collective unconscious. This layer
contains shared experiences and images that have been transmitted through generations and manifest in
the form of archetypes. Jung believed that archetypes are reflected in myths, rituals, legends, and literary
works, and that analyzing them can provide a path to understanding the hidden layers of the human
psyche. Accordingly, examining literary works through an archetypal lens allows for a deeper
comprehension of the collective unconscious reflected in the text. Ghada Al-Samman, a prominent Arab
writer and poet, portrays in her novel, Kawabis Beirut the lived experience of the Lebanese civil war
through a narrative filled with fear, anxiety, and social instability. Given its close connection to dreams
and hallucinations, this novel provides a suitable ground for analyzing Jungian archetypes, as the
unconscious reveals itself more freely in such contexts. The present study, employing a descriptive-
analytical approach, investigates the major archetypes in this novel. The findings show that Ghada Al-
Samman skillfully employs significant Jungian archetypes such as the Shadow, Persona, Anima, Animus
and Self, using them to challenge the flawed intellectual, cultural, political, and social structures of
society. These structures, rooted in prejudice, inequality, and historical violence, are critically examined
through the novel’s literary and metaphorical language. Kawabis Beirut not only reflects the external
devastation of war but also depicts its psychological and emotional consequences on both the individual
and the collective. The characters are caught in a constant struggle between life and death, striving to
preserve their human identity through relentless resistance. This process represents not only a struggle
for survival but also a search for new meaning in life and a redefinition of human existence in a chaotic
world.
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V. Archetype

Y. Carl Gustave Jung
¥. Shadow

¥. Persona

6. Anima

7. Animus

V.Self

A. Ghada Al- Saman
4. Sigmund Freud

\ «. Franz Kafka
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