Theories and criticism in Arabic literature

The Fourth Year, Number V¥, Spring) ¢+ ¥
Pp:¢v- 1t

Research Paper
DOI Y« YY«YE¢/JRAL.Y Yo 0T £€9¢ Y eVA
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Abstract

This study examines Ibn Battuta's "Tuhfat al-Nuzzar fi Ghara'ib al-Amsar wa 'Aja'ib al-Asfar", not merely
as a historical or geographical document, but as a complex literary-cultural discourse that exercises power
and produces knowledge. Adopting a post-structuralist critical perspective, specifically the
power/knowledge theory of the French thinker Michel Foucault, the study aims to deconstruct the
mechanisms through which Ibn Battuta constructs his authority as a narrator, represents the "Other", and
contributes to the consolidation of a prevailing epistemic system (episteme) in his era. The research seeks
to answer pivotal questions regarding the manifestation of the power/knowledge relationship within the
travel discourse, the discursive strategies employed in representing women and religious/cultural Others,
and the role of the text in marginalizing certain voices while centering the discourse of power. The study
concludes that Ibn Battuta's journey is an integrated power project, wherein the "knowledge" of places
and peoples is inseparable from the "power" of observation, classification, and judgment. This renders
the text an effective instrument in the production and circulation of religious, legal, and cultural networks
of power in the medieval Islamic world.

Keywords: Post-structuralist criticism, Michel Foucault & Power/Knowledge, 1bn Battuta & Tuhfat al-
Nuzzar, Travel discourse, Representation of the Other.
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