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Abstract

Martyr Bint al-Huda al-Sadr was an Iraqi writer, poet, and political activist who devoted her life to
struggle in pursuit of her ideological and Islamic goals. Through her narrative works, she sought to convey
profound Islamic concepts to the younger generation in an engaging and effective literary form,
contributing to the revival of Muslim women’s identity. This article examines the progressive approaches
to women in the short fiction of Martyr Bint al-Huda al-Sadr and aims to elucidate how, as a progressive
Muslim woman, she influenced the re-representation of women’s roles in contemporary Islamic society.
The study adopts a content analysis methodology in reading her narrative texts, alongside an examination
of her cultural and social ideas and viewpoints. The findings indicate that, by emphasizing the role of
motherhood and the upbringing of future generations, advocating the active participation of women in
social, political, and scientific spheres, and critiquing Western feminism, al-Sadr succeeded in presenting
a balanced, locally grounded model for the empowerment of Muslim women rooted in Islamic values.
Within this framework, equality in rights between men and women is emphasized, while natural
differences and women’s independent identity are preserved. The results further demonstrate that the
narrative works of Bint al-Huda al-Sadr functioned as an instrument for shaping a reformist discourse
aimed at reviving Muslim women’s identity and sense of responsibility, while confronting the challenges
posed by modernity and Western feminism.

Keywords: Bint al-Huda al-Sadr; progressivism; Muslim women; narrative literature; feminism; women’s
roles; Islam.
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