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Abstract

Abdul-Wahab Al-Bayati, the renowned Arab poet, was not merely a poet but a resounding voice
amid the suffocation of despotism. He struggled for the freedom of his homeland not only with his
pen but with his entire being. As an exiled and militant Arab poet, Al-Bayati did not employ poetry
solely as a means to reflect human suffering; rather, he regarded it as an effective weapon in the
fight against oppression and colonialism. Through his revolutionary verses, he sought freedom and
liberation from the chains of tyranny. In his poetry, freedom is not a static state but a continuous
dynamic process. He considered colonialism a major obstacle to the freedom of Arab nations. The
present study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to examine the concept of freedom in Al-
Bayati’s poetry. The findings reveal that Al-Bayati’s poems constitute a treasure trove of freedom-
seeking themes, which can be categorized into eight main axes: the dawn of freedom rising in deserts
of terror; freedom for the people; sellers of the homeland; silent wanderers; freedom of words in the
age of despotism; freedom in longing for the homeland and in the silence of exile; the phoenix of
freedom; the dance of death and life; groans of freedom; the lark of revolution; and the cry for return
to a free homeland. Al-Bayati’s poetic language in articulating the concept of freedom is
characterized by a frank and fearless tone; through this language, he expresses his freedom-seeking
ideals and calls upon the people to collective action for liberation from the yoke of colonialism.

Keywords: Abdul-Wahab Al-Bayati, concept of freedom, revolutionary poetry, despotism and
colonialism, freedom-seeking.
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