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Abstract

Jamil Sidgi al-Zahawi was one of the prominent poets and intellectuals of the modern era, who
responded critically and reformatively to the social anomalies and afflictions of his society. In a
significant portion of his poetry, he takes a stand against hypocrisy, ambition, flattery, superficiality,
fanaticism, superstition, submissiveness to oppression, and blind imitation. With a candid and
enlightening tone, he critiques these manifestations of decline. Other central themes in his poetry
include protests against intellectual backwardness, hostility toward science, injustice toward women,
the extravagance of the wealthy, and its social consequences such as poverty, famine, and
widespread mortality. Alongside his critical stance, al-Zahawi adopts a reformist approach, calling
society to virtues such as courage, freedom, loyalty, perseverance, unity, and solidarity. He considers
individual well-being and social progress contingent upon adherence to these values. This study
employs a descriptive-analytical method to examine the critical and reformist dimensions of al-
Zahawi's poetry. The findings show that his poems not only reflect the social realities of his time but
also serve as an awakening and transformative voice for Arab society, particularly Irag, during a
period of cultural and political decline.
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