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Abstract

Social deixis is one of the most prominent pragmatic phenomena in poetic
discourse, as it is closely dependent on context and plays a significant role in
revealing the nature of social relationships among interlocutors, identifying
their social status, and indicating the degree of familiarity and formality within
discourse. Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, this study examines
social deixis and analyzes its pragmatic functions in the poetry of Sulaiman bin
Ali Al-Abri, with particular focus on his poetry collection When Jabal Shams
Awakens. The study explores how the poet employs social deictic devices -
including vocative particles, pronouns, honorific and reverential expressions,
and shifts in address - to express his intellectual vision, reinforce his cultural
identity, and articulate his sense of national belonging. The analysis is
organized around five major dimensions: religious deictic expressions inspired
by the Islamic heritage; humanitarian expressions advocating justice and
opposing oppression; environmental expressions reflecting attachment to place
and water; national expressions conveying love for Oman and pride in its
leadership; and expressions rooted in authentic Omani customs and traditions.
The findings demonstrate that social deixis in Al-Abri’s poetry extends beyond
a merely referential function to serve as an effective discursive strategy that
enhances the emotional interaction between the text and its readers, reinforces
collective memory, and foregrounds the spiritual and ethical values that enrich
the semantic and aesthetic structure of the poetic text. The study concludes that
social deixic expressions constitute a fundamental element in the construction
of Al-Abri’s poetic discourse and make a valuable contribution to pragmatic
studies of contemporary Arabic poetry by highlighting the close relationship
between language, culture, and identity.
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