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Abstract

this article examines the symbolism of ahwazi women in the poetry of abbas
al-abbasi al-ta’i, specifically in his collection *this is love*, and explores the
manifestations of this symbolism in his poetic work, employing a descriptive-
analytical approach to reading the texts and interpreting their meanings. the
study begins by defining the concept of symbolism and outlining its artistic
and semantic dimensions. it then provides a brief overview of ahwazi poetry
and its historical development, highlighting the presence of women in this
tradition, as well as a concise presentation of the poet’s life and literary
career. the study also examines the image of women in al-ta’i’s poetry and
analyzes its various symbolic dimensions to reveal its artistic and intellectual
functions within the poetic text. the study has shown that women constitute
a central axis in the structure of the poem and its intellectual and aesthetic
content, as they represent a fundamental pillar in the construction of the
family and society, and an active element in raising generations and
preserving values. the poet focused on the image of the ahwazi arab woman,
combining her aesthetic and social dimensions; he extolled her beauty and
depicted her features through imagery drawn from the southern landscape,
making her a symbol of resistance and resilience—like the palm tree and the
earth—and a symbol of continuity, fertility, and generosity—Ilike the river.
al-ta’i did not limit himself to traditional descriptions or flirtatious praise of
a woman’s outward appearance; rather, he went beyond that to endow her
with deeper national, cultural, and human dimensions, thus, in his poetry, she
became a symbol of the homeland and identity, an image of the mother who
preserves the arabic language and local culture, and the nurturer who
transmits moral and social values to successive generations, granting her a
central place in his poetic and intellectual vision.
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