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Abstract

Translating supplicatory texts, particularly Al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya, presents
significant challenges due to the close interaction of meaning, emotion, rhetoric,
and the condensed structure of Arabic. Translators must preserve the conciseness
of the source text, convey its emotional force, and ensure readability in the target
language. Accordingly, this study provides a comparative analysis of the
translations of the Forty-Ninth Supplication of Al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya by Hossein
Ansarian and Mohammad Mehdi Ostadvalli, based on Jean-René Ladmiral’s
translation theory. Employing a descriptive-analytical approach, the study
analyzes selected passages according to Ladmiral’s major translation parameters,
including syntactic reordering, translator’s freedom of choice, explicitation,
repetition, entropy, addition, minimal interpretation, heterogenization,
translational identity, and readability. The findings indicate that both translators
benefit from Ladmiral’s theoretical framework, although they adopt different
translation orientations. Ansarian tends toward a target-oriented, meaning-
expansive, and emotionally expressive approach. Through explicitation,
explanatory additions, syntactic restructuring, and emotional reinforcement, he
enhances readability and facilitates comprehension for Persian readers. In contrast,
Ostadvalli adopts a more source-oriented approach, preserving the conciseness,
rhetorical structure, and figurative features of the Arabic text while minimizing
additions, thereby demonstrating greater fidelity to the form and atmosphere of the
original. The study concludes that the principal difference between the two
translations lies in the balance between target-language readability and source-text
fidelity. Consequently, Ansarian’s translation is more successful in conveying
meaning fluently and effectively to Persian readers, whereas Ostadvalli’s
translation excels in preserving the conciseness, structure, and rhetorical qualities
of the source text.
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— Ladmiral, Jean René. (1994). Traduire: Théorémes pour la traduction.
Paris: Gallimard.
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