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Abstract
Parody is regarded as a form of satirical literature, or more precisely, a mode
of satirical intertextuality in which the poet or writer recalls and imitates
earlier literary texts before reproducing them in a satirical manner that alters
their original meanings, with the aim of creating either a comic or a critical
effect on the reader. It also represents an important form of intertextual
writing, as it relies on the quotation and adaptation of earlier literary texts as
an integral component of the parodic work. This study investigates the
manifestations of parody and the extent of parodic influences in the poetry of
Nizar Qabbani, one of the leading modern Arab poets who drew inspiration
from literary, religious, and intellectual heritage and employed satirical
discourse with remarkable skill, particularly in his political poetry. The study
adopts a descriptive-comparative approach by comparing the parodic
elements in Qabbani’s poetry with the source texts from which they were
derived, including classical Arabic poetry, religious texts, and traditional
sayings. It aims to identify the stylistic devices and techniques through which
the poet employed parody and to examine how he transformed these sources
into a satirical representation of political and social realities. Furthermore,
the study explores the artistic and semantic functions underlying these
parodic adaptations.The findings reveal that Nizar Qabbani possessed a
profound command of the classical Arabic literary heritage. His engagement
with this heritage was not limited to imitation; rather, it involved a creative
process of assimilation and reinterpretation that revitalized its spirit through
an elegant and modern poetic language. Consequently, parody in his poetry
functions not merely as a vehicle for superficial ridicule or mockery, but as a
serious artistic and intellectual strategy for political and social criticism.
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