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Abstract

Poetic discourse is not merely an aesthetic structure; rather, it functions as a
social and cultural practice that reflects power relations and ideological
transformations. Based on Norman Fairclough’s Critical Discourse Analysis
(CDA), which views language as a form of social practice examined through the
three dimensions of description, interpretation, and explanation, this study
investigates the social discourse in Rahiq bi-Lawn al-Dam (Nectar the Color of
Blood), a poetry collection by the Iragi poet Haider Ali Al-Fatlawi. Employing a
descriptive-analytical approach, the research analyzes the text, the processes of
its production and reception, and its relationship with the broader social and
cultural context. It aims to uncover the power relations embedded in the poetic
discourse and examine the linguistic and semantic strategies through which the
poet represents the concerns of Iraqi society, particularly childhood, women,
freedom, and the alienation of intellectuals, while revealing the ideological
dimensions underlying these themes.The findings indicate that Al-Fatlawi’s
poetic discourse is structured around the duality of tragedy and hope, portraying
children and women as sociological symbols of social and humanitarian
devastation. Through symbolic imagery, the poet exposes the illusion of freedom
and idealistic slogans, revealing the dominance of social and political forces that
hinder genuine liberation. He also offers a sharp critique of patriarchal authority
and its role in marginalizing and objectifying women. Furthermore, the
alienation of intellectuals is expressed through references to philosophical and
historical figures that symbolize the inadequacy of reason and knowledge in
confronting a crisis-ridden reality. Consequently, Al-Fatlawi’s poetry emerges
as a counter-discourse that exposes mechanisms of oppression, critiques
structural social injustices, and transforms poetry into a powerful medium of
protest and social criticism.

Key words: Discourse Analysis, Sociogical Discourse, Raheeq Bi-Lawn Al-
Dam, Haider Al-Fatlawi, Norman Fairclough’s Theory.
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