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Abstract

Nostalgia is a fundamental concept in modern literature, closely associated with
loss, exile, displacement, and reflection on the past. In modern Arabic poetry, it
extends beyond personal longing to reflect social, political, and cultural realities.
This study examines the manifestations of nostalgia in the poetry of Mohammad
Qaisi using a descriptive-analytical approach. The findings show that nostalgia
in Qaisi’s poetry is not merely a yearning for the past but an expression of
identity crisis, loss of homeland, disrupted belonging, and the reconstruction of
memory. The Israeli occupation of Palestine, forced displacement, separation
from his homeland, and childhood memories are the main sources of this
nostalgic vision. Nostalgia in his poetry is closely linked to alienation, migration,
exile, the collapse of national aspirations, and hope for return, creating a
multidimensional poetic discourse. Qaisi employs symbolic imagery, mythical
references, and expressive language to portray the emotional burden of exile and
strengthen the sense of attachment to homeland. The major themes of nostalgia
in his poetry include homesickness, the desire to return to the homeland, feelings
of estrangement, death in exile, and the creation of utopian and mythical spaces.
The study concludes that nostalgia in Qaisi’s poetry is more than an emotional
response to the past; it is a poetic worldview that connects memory, identity, and
homeland, transforming the poet’s personal experience into a collective
expression of Palestinian history, suffering, resilience, and hope.

Key words: Nostalgia, Contemporary Arabic Poetry, separation, Patriotism,
Exile, Mohammed Al-gaysi.
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