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Abstract

This study examines the phenomenon of alliances (ahlaf) in pre-Islamic Arab
society as tribal, social, and political pacts that formed a cornerstone in
organising relations and balancing power across the Arabian Peninsula. It
explores the role played by the oath and the sworn covenant in documenting
these alliances and investing them with sanctity, drawing on the images of such
pacts and the rituals of their conclusion as recorded in pre-Islamic (Jahili)
poetry and Arab historical accounts. The study is organised into three axes: the
first traces the religious origins of concluding alliances, manifested in swearing
by places of worship, idols, mountains, and fire; the second reveals the
presence of symbols of fertility and motherhood in alliance rituals, such as
seeking protection through a woman and pacts sworn by perfume, milk,
suckling, salt, and dates; the third considers the magical connotations in the
methods of documentation, such as the knot, the rope, and blood, and then the
social heritage that reinforced the value of fidelity to alliances through stories,
proverbs, and the punishments of treachery, including the banners and fires
raised against traitors. The study concludes that, for the Arab, the alliance was
not a merely utilitarian agreement but a sacred covenant that derived its
binding force from the Arab's religious beliefs and social heritage, and that pre-
Islamic poetry was a faithful record that preserved the features of this
phenomenon and its civilisational dimensions.
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