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Abstract

Communication among peoples opens broad horizons for rediscovering
cultural identity and enables nations to exchange knowledge and strengths
while reshaping their identities through the symbols they receive and the
meanings they create. Throughout history, the interaction between Arabs and
Iranians has represented a vivid example of this continuous process of
cultural exchange. This interaction extended beyond language, thought, and
customs to include literature, the arts, and recreational activities, all of which
reflect the cultural and social life of society. With the expansion of
intercultural exchange under Islamic civilization, opportunities for cultural
integration increased, allowing many elements of Persian culture to enter the
Arab cultural sphere. Among these were folk games, which evolved from
mere forms of entertainment into cultural symbols reflected in poetry, Islamic
painting, and everyday social practices. This study explores the dynamics of
cultural interaction between Arabs and Iranians by tracing the transmission
of these folk games, examining their representation in literary texts and visual
arts, and analyzing the new meanings they acquired in different civilizational
contexts. Using a descriptive-analytical approach, the study demonstrates
that folk games played a significant role in creating a shared cultural space
and in expressing the processes of mutual influence between the two peoples.
The findings reveal the depth of historical cultural ties between Arabs and
Iranians and highlight their continuing influence on the formation of cultural
consciousness up to the present day.
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