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Abstract

This study, drawing on Robin Lakoff’s theory of language and gender, examines
the representation of feminine language features in Salim Barakat’s novel Sabaya
Sinjar. The main research question is how the components of women’s language
in Lakoff’s theory are represented throughout Sabaya Sinjar, and what role these
components play in portraying the experiences of Yazidi women and critiquing
patriarchal discourse. Because of its focus on the experiences of Yazidi women
in the face of violence, captivity, and gender domination, Sabaya Sinjar provides
a suitable context for analyzing the relationship between language and gender.
The present study was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and
qualitative content analysis. The corpus of the study consists of the full text of
the novel Sabaya Sinjar, and the data were collected and examined by extracting
and analyzing all instances related to the indicators of Lakoff’s theory from the
text of the novel. The findings show that features such as polite language,
intensifiers, approximators, emotional vocabulary, detail-oriented imagery, and
empathetic dialogue are among the most prominent markers of feminine
language in this novel. In addition to representing the subordinate position of
Yazidi women, these features become tools for expressing suffering, preserving
identity, resisting the discourse of domination, and reconstructing their lived
experience. Therefore, through its use of feminine language markers, Sabaya
Sinjar not only critiqgues patriarchal structures of domination, but also
rearticulates women’s voices within the narrative text.
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