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Abstract

Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, the greatest epic poem in the Persian language and one of
the most outstanding masterpieces of world literature, has attracted the attention
of scholars, translators, and literary figures across different nations due to its rich
historical, mythological, cultural, and ethical themes. Since the early centuries
following its composition, the Shahnameh has been translated into numerous
languages and has played a significant role in fostering cultural interaction
between Iran and other civilizations, particularly the Arab world. using a
descriptive—analytical approach and relying on library-based sources, the present
study examines the most significant Arabic translations of the Shahnameh, their
distinctive characteristics, and their role in transmitting Iranian literature and
culture to the Arab world. The findings indicate that the translation of al-Bundari
al-Isfahani, as the oldest extant and well-known Arabic translation of the
Shahnameh, represents a milestone in introducing this epic to Arabic-speaking
audiences. Furthermore, the scholarly efforts of Abd al-Wahhab Azzam in editing
and completing this translation, together with the comparative studies of scholars
such as Muhammad Ghunaymi Hilal and Amin Abd al-Majid al-Badawi, have
significantly strengthened the position of the Shahnameh in Arabic literary and
cultural studies. Overall, Arabic translations and scholarly studies on the
Shahnameh have not only contributed to introducing one of the world's greatest
epics but have also played a lasting role in the development of comparative
literature, the promotion of intercultural dialogue, and the strengthening of literary
relations between Iran and the Arab world.
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