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Abstract

Dialogue is one of the most significant narrative elements in fiction. Beyond
advancing the plot, it plays a fundamental role in character development,
conveying the author's vision, and shaping the narrative structure. Ghassan
Kanafani's Returning to Haifa is one of the most prominent works of
Palestinian resistance literature, employing dialogue extensively to represent
themes of identity, homeland, resistance, and responsibility. Using a
descriptive-analytical approach, this study examines the functions of
dialogue in the novel and explores how Kanafani employs this narrative
technique to develop the plot and articulate his ideological vision. The
findings reveal that dialogue in the novel serves not merely as a means of
communication between characters but as the primary device for character
construction, exposing ideological conflicts, portraying the concept of
resistance, and strengthening the narrative structure. Much of the novel
unfolds through conversations among the central characters, particularly
Saeed, Safiyya, and Khaldun. The dramatic climax occurs in the
confrontation between Saeed and Khaldun concerning the abandonment of
their homeland and the responsibility of the older generation toward the
Palestinian cause. This dialogue marks a turning point in the narrative,
revealing Saeed's inner transformation while powerfully conveying the
novel's ideological message. Consequently, dialogue in Returning to Haifa
emerges as a central component of both the novel's narrative structure and its
discourse of resistance.
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