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Abstract

Avrabic prose has undergone profound transformations and developments from
the pre-Islamic era to the present day across various regions, and numerous
scholars and thinkers have proposed theories concerning its evolutionary
trajectory and successive phases. Among these prominent scholars is Shawqt
Dayf, the distinguished contemporary Egyptian author and literary critic, who,
through his seminal work "Al-Fann wa Madhahibuhu fi al-Nathr al-'Arabi" (Art
and Its Schools in Arabic Prose), examines the evolution of Arabic prose from
the pre-Islamic period to the early modern centuries from the perspective of
literary artistry and rhetorical craftsmanship. The present study, employing a
descriptive-analytical method and grounded in the principles of translation
criticism, aims to conduct a qualitative assessment of the aforementioned
translation across both formal (structural) and content-based (semantic)
dimensions. The theoretical framework of this research is built upon key
criteria including fidelity to the source text, conceptual accuracy, stylistic
transfer, and translation error analysis. To this end, the source text is briefly
introduced, followed by a comparative analysis of the translation at lexical,
syntactic, and stylistic levels. The findings derived from the examination of this
work indicate that, like most human-authored productions, the present
translation exhibits both merits and shortcomings manifested in its formal and
content structures. Given the significance and status of the book as one of the
primary reference works in the field of Arabic prose, its merits include an
appropriate cover design, relative fidelity to the original text, and the
translators' complete expertise in the domain of Arabic language and literature.
Conversely, the principal weaknesses of this translation encompass humerous
typographical errors, the lack of diacritical marking (vowelization) on poetic
verses and prose excerpts, excessive adherence to Arabic syntactic structures
resulting in a literal and unnatural Persian rendering, and inaccuracies in
rendering certain technical terminologies and complex sentences.
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