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Abstract

Natural symbols are among the most prominent artistic features of
contemporary Arabic poetry, serving as an expressive medium through which
poets employ elements of nature to convey their intellectual and emotional
visions while enriching poetic texts with multiple symbolic and aesthetic
meanings. Abdulsada Al-Basri’s poetry collection They Have One Exile
represents a remarkable example of this poetic practice, in which natural
elements are transformed into an integrated symbolic system expressing
identity, memory, and existence, thereby shaping the poet’s artistic experience.
Accordingly, this study aims to identify the major natural symbols employed
in the collection and to analyze their semantic and artistic functions within their
poetic contexts. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach by
examining selected poems from the collection to explore the patterns and
meanings of natural symbolism. The findings reveal that Al-Basri employs
plant symbols, such as the date palm, cypress, and sidr tree, to represent
southern identity, belonging, and resilience. Water symbols, particularly the
sea and rain, convey meanings of existence, renewal, hope, and liberation.
Likewise, animal and bird symbols, especially the seagull and the phoenix,
symbolize freedom, rebirth, and the ability to overcome suffering. Natural
phenomena, such as the sun and the night, exhibit dual symbolic functions: the
sun signifies life and strength in some contexts, yet oppression in others,
whereas the night simultaneously evokes fear and hope. The study concludes
that natural symbols in this collection are not merely ornamental devices but
constitute a coherent semantic structure that deepens the poet’s vision and
enhances the intellectual and aesthetic dimensions of his poetry.
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