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Abstract

Nahj al-Balagha, as one of the most prominent religious, ethical, and literary
texts in the Islamic heritage, has always attracted the attention of Persian-
speaking scholars and translators. The linguistic and rhetorical complexities of
this work have transformed its translation into a process that goes beyond the
mere transfer of words, turning it into an interpretive and cultural domain.
Among the numerous existing translations, the translation by Abdol-Mohammad
Ayati holds a distinguished position, as he has managed to establish a delicate
balance between fidelity to the Arabic text and fluency in the Persian language.
The present study, entitled “A Critical Analysis of Abdol-Mohammad Ayati’s
Persian Translation of Sermons 80 to 83 of Nahj al-Balagha Based on
Newmark’s Theory,” was conducted using a descriptive-analytical approach.
Newmark’s theoretical framework, which divides translation into two types—
“semantic” and “communicative”—was adopted as the basis for evaluation. In
this study, the selected sermons were examined in detail, and the extent to which
Ayati’s translation conforms to Newmark’s principles was analyzed. The
findings indicate that, in translating metaphors, allusions, and literary
expressions, Ayati adhered more closely to the principles of semantic translation.
In conveying cultural concepts, he also employed strategies such as cultural
equivalence and domestication. At the same time, the fluency and elogquence of
the Persian text have been preserved in his translation, enabling readers to
establish a connection with the main message of the sermons. A comparison of
Ayati’s translation with other reputable translations demonstrates that he has
been successful in conveying the spirit and message of Nahj al-Balagha. The
findings of the study indicate that, despite certain limitations, Ayati’s translation
can be regarded as a valuable example of the translation of religious texts and
may serve as a useful model for Persian-speaking translators dealing with
classical Islamic texts.
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