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Abstract

The communicative theory developed by Roman Jakobson is based on the
premise that language is a multidimensional functional system, comprising six
communicative components: the addresser, the addressee, the message, the
context, the contact, and the code, corresponding to six linguistic functions:
expressive, conative, poetic, referential, phatic, and metalingual. This model
represented a methodological breakthrough in linguistic studies, as it transcended
the conception of language as a neutral informative tool and approached it as a
communicative act shaped by varying contexts and multiple purposes, rendering
it a fertile framework for literary text analysis. The research adopted the
descriptive-analytical method, applied through specific procedures comprising
the identification of poetic segments embodying each of Jakobson's functions in
Badr Shakir al-Sayyab's poem "The Blind Prostitute," the description of their
linguistic, syntactic, and stylistic features, the analysis of their structural and
semantic interactions, and the interpretation of the pragmatic and symbolic
implications generated by such interplay. The findings revealed the
predominance of the expressive function in scenes of loss and grief, transforming
the text into existential lamentation; the establishment by the referential and
phatic functions of a detailed realistic groundwork conveying manifestations of
poverty, disease, and exploitation in Iragi society during the 1950s; the activation
of the conative function through an interactive communicative network
employing vocatives and imperative and prohibitive formulas; the emergence of
the metalingual function in subverting contradictions between language and
religious ideology; and the dominance of the poetic function through extended
metaphors and undulating rhythm.

Key words: communicative theory, Linguistic functions, Roman Jakobson, Badr
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