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Abstract

This research examines the semiotics of space in the novel Kings of Sand by the
novelist Ali Bader, based on the view of space as a central narrative element that
is not limited to the geographical dimension but interacts with characters, events,
dialogue, and narrative time in the construction of novelistic meaning. Semiotics
is an analytical approach that contributes to revealing signs, symbols, and their
explicit and implicit meanings in the literary text. The research adopts the
descriptive-analytical method to investigate the significance of spatial semiotics
and its role in conveying the novel’s message and intellectual content to the
recipient. It also examines the influence of the novel’s characters, their
intellectual perspectives, and their social positions on the formation of space and
its relationship with events and social transformations. The research findings
demonstrate that space occupies a prominent position in Kings of Sand, as the
novel offers a striking portrayal of nomadic life in remote environments lacking
water. This portrayal highlights the importance of examining the relationship
between space, characters, and the other narrative elements. The research
concludes that space does not merely represent a framework within which events
take place; rather, it constitutes an active element in producing novelistic
signification, as it integrates with the other components of the narrative in
constructing meaning and conveying it to the recipient.
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